


Help The MHCT Save This Land

The Mount Holly Conservation Trust (MHCT) is
a group of Mount Holly residents concerned about
the rapid pace of development in Mount Holly and
the resulting loss of open spaces that have
traditiopally supported farming, outdoor activities,
and a diverse wildlife population. MHCT has
joined forces with the Vermont Land Trust in
order to raise the money necessary to purchase the
land and assure its permanent conservation. The
Vermont Land Trust will put & permanent
easement m place.This will make it possible for
the Sewards to buy the land at the agricultural
price - and not at the dramatically higher price that
this pristme piece of open land would command if
it were sold for development.

This project is possible only because the Danas
are committed to seeing the land permanently
conserved for agricultural purposes, and because
the Sewards are willing to own, care for. and pzy
taxes on the property. The conservation of the
Dana land is the first, but it will oot be the last
project of the Mount Holly Conservation Trust.

The Mount Holly Conservation Trust is seeking
donations in order to conserve this land.

Why Conserve this Land?

In addition to protecting one of M1, Holly's most scenic
landscapes from commercial development in
perpetuily, a permanent conservation easement on this
property would offer the townspzople of Mount Holly
many other benefits.

® (Conserving this property would help ensure that
one of the last family farms in the area
continues operating, There were 45 dairy farmers
in Mount Helly in 1950y by 1985, that nunber had
been reduced io 6. In a recent survey of town
residents, family farming was identified as the
preferved form of development for Mount Holly by
an overwhelming majority of respondents,

® The Sewards do not intend to post the land thus
ensuring access to the adjacent streams and
National Forest and ensnring the continued use of
this property for fishing, hunting, hiking, and
cross-country skiiug. (A spur of the VAST Route 7
snowmeobile trail runs along the scuthern property
line.)

® As undeveloped farmland and woodland. this
property will continue to provide habitat and
passage for wildlife including deer, moose, bear,
red fox, partridge, wild turkey, and owls.

® Conservation of this property would help to protect
against overdevelopment along Route 155 and
adjacent to Green Mountain National Forest,

@ Under a conservation easement, the land remains
in private hands - and on the tax rolls of Mt. Holly
-- and thus continues to coniribute its fair share o
the town's coffers.

@ Lisa Freeman and John Fiske, owners of the
property across Route |35 from the Dana land,
have agreed to donate the development rights on
approximately 40 acres of their land if a
conservation easement is placed on the Dana
propeity. Thus the total amount of land to be
conserved is over 100 acres.

The Vermont Land Trust

The Vermont Land Trust (VLT)is a
statewide. nonprofit Jand conservation
organization that, for over 25 years, has
helped landowners and communities
conserve working farms and lands important
to local communities. This project is being
undertaken under the auspices of their

Community Projects program, which seeks to

ensure that locally significant land retains its
traditional character by protecting its scenic
natural or lustoric qualities. Since its
imception, VLT has helped to protect over
413,000 acres, including 600 operating
farms, in Vermont.

The Vermont Land Trust is partnering with
the Mount Holly Conservation Trust to raise
the funds necessary to conserve this land.
Because VLT is a 5301(3)(c), contributions to
the Vermont Land Trust are wholly tax
deductible. VLT 1s also seeking foundation
support on behalf of the Mount Holly
Conservation Trust.
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Yes! I want to conserve
the Dana-Seward farmland.
Enclosed is a check for

___$500 $100

___$50 $25 other

D Yes! I am interested in other
conservation projects in Mount Holly.
Please put me on your mailing list.

Email

Make your check payable to

Vermont Land Trust and mail to MHCT,
PO Box 270, Belmont, VT 05730.VL.T is
a 501(3)(c) tax exempt organization and
all contributions are tax deductible.

For more information, please call
(802) 259-3615.
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