
If you've ever driven from Weston to 
Rutland, you know this place. From an 
elevation of over 2.000 feet, Route 155
descends rapidly and steadily through 
two miles of thick forest. Suddenly, it 
makes a wide right tum, and the land 
opens up on both sides. Rolling fields -
some planted with corn, others with 
clover, others with hay - stretch out to 
meet the Green Mountains on the left,
and on the right, a small dirt road 
(Maple Hill Road) leads to the village
of Belmont

lt's a stunning view, and one that 
encompasses much of what we love about 
Vermont: rippling fields of corn and hay,
green (or multi-colored) mountainsides,
blue sky, peace and quiet. Adjacent to 
Green Mountain National Forest, this land 
is a gateway toto some of southern
Vermont's best hunting, fishing, hiking , 
cross-country skiing and snowmobiling
territory. This is also some of the richest
crop land in Mount Holly.

Dana Prop erty Facts 
Address: Route 155, Belmont (Mount Holly), VT 

EXPENSES 
Land acquisition costs 
Administrative costs 

Total project costs 

INCOME 

$144,000 
$ 22,000 

$166,000 

Conserved land sale (Seward purchase):$ 32,000 
Foundation support: $ 67,000 
MHCT local fundraising: $ 67,000 

Total Dana acreage to be conserved: 77 acres 
Total Freeman-Fiske acreage to be conserved: 

40 acres 
TOTAL CONSERVED LAND: 117 acres 

The Dana-Seward Farm 
Conservation Project 

HELPSAVE
THIS FARMLAND

Ray and Claire Dana have owned 
this property since the early 
1980s, when Ray inherited it and 
the farm that it was part of from 
his uncle, Orrin Priest. The fields 
have been farmed by Mick Seward 
of East Wallingford since the 
mid- l 980s, although these days he 
shares the work with his son, Art, 
and nephew, Dave. Ray and Claire 
have decided to sell this land and 
they'd like to sell it to the Seward 
family. But in order to preserve it 
as farmland, we need your help. 



Help The MHCT Save This Land 

Th e Mount Holly Conservation Trust (MHCT) is 
a group of Mount Holly re side nts con cerned about
the rapi d pa ce of development in M ount Holly and
the re sulting loss of open spac es tha t have 
traditionally supported farming , outdoor activities,
and a diverse wildlife popu lat ion. MHCT has 
joined forces with the Vermont Land Trust in 
order to raise the money necessary to purchase the 
land and assure . its permanent conservation. The
Vermont Land Tru st will put aa permanent 
easement in place . Thi s will make it possible for 
the Se wards to buy the land at the agricultural 
price - and not at the dramaticall y higher price that 
this pristin e piece of open land would command if 
it were sold for development. 

This proje ct is possible only because the Danas
are committed to seei ng the land permanently 
cons erved for agricultural purpo ses, and becaus e 
the Sewards are willing to own , care for, and pay
taxes on the property. The conservation of the 
Dana land is the first , but it will not be the last 
project of the Mount Holly Conservation Tru st. 

The Moun t Holly Conservation Trust is seeking
donati ons in order to conserve thi s land. 

Why Conserve this Land? 

In additi on to protecting one of Mt. Holly's most scenic 
landscapes fro m commercial development in 
perpetuity, a permanent conservation easement on this 
property would offer the townspeople of Mount Holly
many other benefits. 

Conserving this property would help ens ure that 
one of the last family farms in the area 
contin ues operating. There were 45 dairy farmers 
in Mount Holly in 1950; by 1985, that number had 
been reduced to 6. In a recen t survey of town 
residents, family farming was identifi ed as the 
preferred form of development for Mount Holl y by 
an overw he lming maj ority of responden ts. 

• The Sewards do not intend to post the land thu s 
ensurin g access to the adjacent streams and 
National Forest and ensuring the continued use of 
this prope rty for fishin g, hunting, hiking, and 
cross-co un try skiing. (A spur of the VAST R oute 7 
snowmobile trail runs along the south ern property 
line.) 

As undevel oped farmland and wo odland, this 
property will continue to provide habitat and 
passage for wildlife includingng deer, moose , bear . 
red fox, partridge, wild turkey, and owls. 

Cons ervation of this property would help to protect 
against overdevelopment along Route 155 and 
adjacen t to Gre en Mountain Nati onal Fore st. 

Under a conservation easement, the land remains 
in private hands - and on the tax rolls of Mt. Holly 
-- and thus continues to contribute its fair share to 
the town' s coffers. 

Lisa Freeman and John Fiske, owners of the 
property across Route 155 from the Dana land , 
have agreed to donat e the deve lopm ent rights on 
approximately 40 acres of their land if a 
con serva tion easement is placed on the Dana 
prope rty. Thus the total amount of lend to be 
conserved is over 100 acres . 

The Vermont Land Trust 

The Vermont Land Trust (VLT ) is a 
statewide, nonpr ofit land con servation 
organizati on that, for over 25 years, has 
helped landowner s and communities 
conserve working farms and land s important
to local communities. This project is being 
undertaken under the au spices of their 
Community Projects program , which seeks to 
ensure that locally signifi cant land retains its 
traditional character by protecting its scenic 
natural or historic qualities. Since its 
inception, VL T has helped to protect over 
413,000 acres, includin g 600 operatin g 
farms, in Vermont

The Vermont Land Trust is partnering with 
the Mount Holly Conservation Tru st to raise . 
the funds nece ssary to conserv e this land. 
Becau se VLT is a 501(3)(c), con tributi ons to 
the Verm ont Land Trus t are wholly tax 
deductibl e. VLT is also seeking foundation 
support on behalf of the. Mount Holly 
Conservation Trust.

MHCTSTEERING COMMITTEE
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 Yes! I want to conserve 
the Dana-Seward farmland. 
Enclosed is a check for 

$500 $100 

$50 $25 other 

Yes! I am interested in other 
conservation proje cts in Mount Ho11y. 

Please put me on your mailing list. 

Email 
Make your chec k payable to 

Vem1ont .Land Trust and mail to MHCT, 
PO Box 270, Belmont, VT 05730.VLT is 

a 501(3) (c) tax ex.empt organization and 
all contributions are tax deductible. 

For more information, please call 
(802) 259-3615. 
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